JOHN MILTON
almost plague me to death whenever they are jointly in
the humour for it" This harassing situation lasted for
a year or more until father Powell died in 1647 and
father Milton two months later. After that, Milton
cleared the house of the other Powells and the students,
took a smaller house, and settled down to the business
of trying to make a real home with Mary. She had
borne him their first child, a daughter, in July, 1646.
In the years that followed she bore him a son and two
more daughters. She died in 1652, and the son on
whom Milton had set his heart and his hopes died a few
weeks later. After a decent interval he married again,
but his second wife died in childbirth. Her child died
with her, and Milton was left with the three daughters
of Mary Powell. The oldest was lame and suffered
other bodily infirmities, including an impediment in
her speech. There is no record that the home was a
happy one, and not a line in Milton indicates that he
counted it as even approaching the ideal he had dreamed
and desired. His experience with reality in the years
since the idealistic days of his youth had cost him his
faith in the Established Church and to a considerable
extent in human nature, especially in woman. Possibly
his faith in himself was shaken. But he still believed
in the masses and in the possibility of a Kingdom of
God on earth. And he was still God's herald
To return to his trumpeting, as we have seen, a storm
of vituperation had burst upon Ms head with the pob-
lication of his pamphlets on divorce. Tnstead of bang
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